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Our Mission

Connecting You
toa
World of Information

Our Dislan

Serve as a network of vital
community centers that provide
resources to educate, inform
and entertain
5T. CLAIR 'I“ LIERARY SYSTEM
BOAR [ OF TRUSTEES
David C. Whipple
Arlene M. Marcetti (Vice-Chairperson)
Kathleen J. Wheelihan |Chairperson)
Camniel G. Lockwood
Charlotte A. Stanulis

Dristrict 1:
Diistrict 2:
District 3:
District 4:
District 5:

DIRECTOR
ST. CLAIR COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM

Allison Amold, MLIS

ADMIMISTRATIVE TEAM
Melba Maoss, Public Service Coordinator
Jim Stoutmeyer, Administrative Service Coordinator

Mike Mercatante, Community Relations &
Friend Development Coordinator

Micole Pinskey, Innovation, Technology
& Collections Coordinator

Circulation S-Eﬂ'll:es Anne Marie Bedard
Reference Services: Barb King

Technical Services:  Angela Klocek
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Youth Services: Tarri Ryan
BRAMNCH LEADS

Algonac-Clay: Sooft Nichols
Burtchwille Twp.: lane Fortushniak
Capac: Breezy Mullins
G. Lynn Camipbell: Jenna Reed
Ira Twp.: Gary KEupper
harine City: Andrew Webb
Mary=ville: Mancy Godinez
hemphis: Earyl Birkett
5t. Clair: Julie Alef
Yale: Lori Herrington

Community

"-East June my cousin
Carol Iram and |
traveled together
across the country [
from her home outside 3
Boston to mine near
Salem, Oregon. This
trip was something
that had been on our bucket lists for a long time.

Our maternal grandmother was bormn in Marine City,
Michigan, and we had heard stories of her father
captaining a ship on the Great Lakes. 5o we scheduled
a stop with a bit of family history in hand and hopes of
finding our Basney family records. After a failed search
in Maine, our hopes were not high.

Once in Michigan we headed to the Marine City
Library. The librarian there was a godsend, directing
us to @ small cabinet filled with histories of prominent
families and early settlers of 5t. Clair County. A tab
that stuck up in the top drawer was very clearly
marked "Basney.” When | reached inside, | found a
thick book of our family history which went back 400
years to our French ancestors. There were pictures
of our family members, our mothers as children, and
EVen our own names!

We were able to locate the cemetery and pay our
respects to our ancestors, and | eventually was able
to contact my third cousin. Without the help of the
Marine City Library and staff, we would never have
found this treasure of information that had been lost
to the Oregon half of the family. Our great thanks to
,'Ehat libraran for her help. ™ Rhoods, Keizer, OR

-

William Churchill, a Marysville K
resident, knows about life on
the road. He has been a truck
driver for over 30 years and
sometimes drives 600-700
miles ina day. He is also an
avid reader and library user.

-/I Mr. Churchill is a big fan of

the library’s audiobook collection and checks out
several books every time he goes out. “The Library
audiobooks are a godsend. They make the trips better
and the miles pass quicker. | used to rent audiobooks
at truckstops and the books on tape store but that

was expensive,” he told us. He's been checking out
audiobooks from the library since the 1990s. It usually
takes him a day and half to finish a book. He listens to
books while he drives and reads print in the evening.

Thank you for your patronage, Mr. Churchill!




Growing up | would take a book
J withh me anywhere | went.
While | was in college | took a
children’s Iiterature class and
read the onginal Pooh Bear
stories and fell in love! There
was so much wit and humor
and it was just adorable.

While | was in college Abe and | had a long-distance
relationship, 50 we were trying to find creative things
we could do together while on the phone or facetiming.
One day | told him how | like the classic Winnie-the-
Pooh books and he bought them. We would have
little dates where he would read them to me over the
phone. He was really good at it because he read with
all the different characters’ voices. 50 Pooh Bear kind
of became our book.

When the time came to have engagement pictures
taken, | knew | wanted to do something with a literary
theme because the theme of our wedding is “Our Love
Story” S0 what better place to get pictures with books
than a library?

We had a lot of fun getting pictures at the Main Library,
and the employees were very kind to let us invade the

[nws of books. kKelsey & Abrom, Kimball )
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From The Director...

2015 was a great and stimulating
year for the 5t Clair County
Library System. We experienced
many changes, transitions and
transformations, met new staff,
said poodbye to coworkers as they
began well-deserved retirements,
overcame challemges, and made
new friemds. The Library staff continues to be blessed
with the support of the community.

Our core purpose, “Connecting you to a world of
imformation,” has helped us to focus on meeting the
changing needs of our community, developing and
Erowing new programs, and providing our patrons
an opportunity to be part of the Library as it, in turn,
becomes an indispensable part of their lives. We are
becoming less about what we howve for people and
more about what we do together — for and with each
other.

In the past year, your Library staff, administration, and
Board of Trustees hawve been fooused on providing
responsive and innowative services to meet the needs
of our community, enabling people to experience the
Library as a place like no other We are identifying
practices that are no longer helpful to the growth of
the organization and embracing those achivities that
help us to become relevant for today and into the
future. 5t. Clair County residents of all ages come to
their Library to be connected to their community, to
leamn, to read, to sort out issues, to look for jobs, and
to connect with others.

| am very proud of the growth in the level of support
for the local branch libraries. Our municipal partners
and Friends of the Library groups have put time,
effort, and resources into making significant physical
improvements to all of our branch buildings, creating
comfortable and inwviting library experiences. The
largest of these improvements were the expansions at
the IR Township and Capac branch libraries.

| believe that through these efforts there is a growing
appreciation for the Library's ability to contribute
meaningful, well-thought-out and wellexecuted
programs and services. | am excited about the
future and plan to continue cur work to highlight the
opportunities and possibilities for an expanded Library
role within our county.

Simcerely,

= ...I 0
G e f{ -G
Director
5t. Clair County Library System .



Our Uision

The wvision of the 5t. Clair County Library System is to be the county's foremost source for free, unbiased information. The
Library is the public's guide to information [teracy. Our mission statement is “connecting you to a world of informaton™
and we have dozens of staff trained to assist patrons with all their information needs.

The 11 5t Clair County Library Systemn branches are a network of vital community centers that supports continuous
learning, individual growth, encouragement for reading, and community enrichment. We plan programs on topics of great
interest and wusefulmess to ouwr patrons and visitors of all ages. Our collections evoke interest by being the finest possible
wiith current, popular, and hard-to-find items to browse or request.

Owr library buildings are provided and maintained with pride through partnerships with local communities. They are
spacious and inviting places for people to leamn, create, discowver, imagine, and grow.

In order to adapt to changing times and needs, a strategic master plan was developed by people dedicated to guality
library service. Here are the eight goals from the five year (2015-2020) plan:

Goal 1: Creatiee And Inspiring Presence

Create a physical and virtual presence that is stimulating, wedcoming, and inspirational.

Goal 2: Community Partnerships

Enhance the 5t. Clair County Library System’s rale in improving the guality of life by developing relationships
with existing and new stakeholders and encouraging partidpation in library programs and services.

Goal 2: Innovation

Reimeent the 5t. Clair County Library System by fostering a culture of innovation.

Goal 4: Financial Sability

Ensure fimancial stability for comtinuation of guality library services.

Goal 5: Promotion OF Services

Vigorously market library services, programs, and resowrces to ensure the library system is known throughout
5t. Clair County as THE provider of quality information.

Goal 6: Redesign OF Plysical S5pace

Space in 5t. Clair County Library buildings will be studied and redesigned to better serve patrons’ needs.
Goal 7: Positive Environment

The 5t. Clair County Library will provide a positive environment for library patrons and staff

Goal 8: Services Assessment And Improvement

The 5t. Clair County Library will assess four services for improvement each year.

The year 2017 marks the 100th anniversary for the 5t. Clair County Library Systermn. That's a long time for any organization
to be in business. Longevity doesn't just happen without tremendous community support. Communities are as vital to
libraries as libraries are to commmunities. We are one. We are grateful for the opportunity to have served you for 35 years
and look forward to mamy more.

notable numbers

Did you know how much your Library was used?

Lke us on Facebook!

2015 . .
lems  Circulation Collection Size A 29% increase in
Books 417,337 379 925 i Facebook likes in zo15.
Magazines 42,007 21,637 |3 iy
Books Onm CD ] Lt
ool 132’323 E-ig; Hoopla eMaterials Collection: 416,046
34,712 21'?53 eMaterials downloaded in 2015:

eBooks: 795 eTelevision: 349

eAudio: 1278 eMovies: 1281

eComics: 257 eMusic: 1166
July - Dvember A S

655,701 490,753

Overdrive Electronic Titles added in 2015- [
eBooks: 1018 Collectiom: 3054 '
efudio: 298 Collection: 1185
eTitles checked out in 2015: 32,618

Over 200 digital ?a?]gazl'ne titles
available for download through Zinio.
Patrons downloaded over

6,615 magazines last year.




- | have so much fun going
: to my local library!

More than 26,000 patrons enjoye d
exciting and informative programs for
children, teens, adults & families.

| just love taking my family to the ¥

library for all of the activities they

plan for us in Burtchville.
Jessica Wahowske

Fantastic, fabulous,
wonderful people
work here

More than 1,500 patrons attended
210 free computer classes in 2015.
That's a 14% increase from 2014.

In 2015, patrons
logged 250,000
hours on the
public computers.
Over a 56% increase
from last year! |

I'm so glad | came
to the library. If it
weren't for you guys,
I'd have given up.
Army Veteran
Harland Myron

4% last year. Over 65,000 coun

Library card holders increased by
residents have a library card.

Patrons accessed
the library’'s now 24/7
free wireless network
over 22,000 times.

| The world is at your ﬁngemps
in the library.
Rachel Henion






